
 

 

Caruthersville 6th Grade – Beginning Band - Unit 2   

Quarter 
Unit 

Name 

Brief Unit 
Description 

Priority Standards            
Addressed 

Supporting Standards 
Addressed 

 

1 UNIT 2 –  
Elements of 

Music 
 

• Students will interpret standard duration and 

meter in 4/4, ¾, 2/4 time signatures  

• Students will apply standard symbols, terms, 

and notation to musical performance   

• Students will demonstrate the dynamic levels 

of piano, mezzo forte and forte as well the 

concept of crescendo and 

decrescendo/diminuendo  

•  Students will demonstrate the following 

articulations:  Accent, staccato, characteristic 

tonal note attacks, slurs  

•  Students will demonstrate the following tempo 

markings:  Andante, moderato, allegro, 

ritardando, maestoso  

• Students will identify and define the following 

symbols and terms:  Bar line, bass clef, breath 

mark, duet, double bar line, fermata, flat, 

ledger line, measure repeat, multiple measure 

rests, sharp, staff, tie, treble clef, solo, soli, 

trio, tutti  

  

MU:  Pr4C.6a:  Identify 
expressive qualities in a varied 
repertoire of music that can be 
demonstrated through prepared 
and improvised performances. 
 
MU:Pr4C.6a:  Perform a selected 
piece of music demonstrating 
how their interpretations of the 
elements of music and the 
expressive qualities (such as 
dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
articulation/style, and phrasing) 
convey intent.  
 
MU:  Re8A.6a:  Identify 
interpretations of the expressive 
intent and meaning of musical 
works, referring to the elements 
of music, contexts, and (when 
appropriate) the setting of the 
text. 
 

MU:  Cr2A.6a:  Select and develop draft 
melodic and rhythmic ideas or motives 
that demonstrate understanding of 
characteristic(s) of music or text(s) 
studied in rehearsal. 
 
MU:  Cr2A.6b:  Preserve draft 
compositions and improvisations through 
standard notation and audio recording. 
 
MU:  Pr4B.6a:  Demonstrate, using music 
reading skills where appropriate, how 
knowledge of formal aspects in musical 
works inform prepared or improvised 
performances. 
 
MU:Pr4B.6b:  When analyzing selected 
music, read and identify by name or 
function standard symbols for rhythm, 
pitch, articulation, and dynamics.  
 
MU:Pr6A.6a:  Perform the music with 
technical accuracy to convey the creators’ 
intent.   
 
 

 



 

 

Class: Caruthersville 6th Grade Beginning Band  

Unit Name:  Unit 2:  Elements of Music 
Pacing:  Ongoing   

 

Power (Priority) Standards: 
 
MU:  Pr4C.6a:  Identify expressive qualities in a varied 
repertoire of music that can be demonstrated through 
prepared and improvised performances. 
 
MU:Pr4C.6a:  Perform a selected piece of music 
demonstrating how their interpretations of the elements of 
music and the expressive qualities (such as dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, articulation/style, and phrasing) convey 
intent.  
 
MU:  Re8A.6a:  Identify interpretations of the expressive 
intent and meaning of musical works, referring to the 
elements of music, contexts, and (when appropriate) the 
setting of the text. 
 

 

Learning Targets: 
 

• I can identify 4/4, ¾, 2/4 time signatures 

• I can identify the notes in the treble clef.  

• I can play the notes in the treble clef on a 
melodic instrument  

• I can create a short melodic phrase. 

• I can perform with variety in dynamics. 

• I can perform with variety in tempo. 

• I can perform with a good tone. 

• I can perform a variety of articulations. 

• I can perform with accuracy in phrasing. 

• I can identify a variety of genres in music. 

• I can identify music from a variety of cultures.  

• I can identify music from different historical 
periods in music. 

• I can identify and understand the composer’s 
intent in expression. 

• I can understand relationships in music, the 
other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 

 
 

 

Supporting Standards: 
 
MU:  Cr2A.6a:  Select and develop draft melodic and 
rhythmic ideas or motives that demonstrate understanding 
of characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal. 
 
MU:  Cr2A.6b:  Preserve draft compositions and 
improvisations through standard notation and audio 
recording. 
 
MU:  Pr4B.6a:  Demonstrate, using music reading skills 
where appropriate, how knowledge of formal aspects in 
musical works inform prepared or improvised 
performances. 
 
MU:Pr4B.6b:  When analyzing selected music, read and 
identify by name or function standard symbols for rhythm, 
pitch, articulation, and dynamics.  
 
MU:Pr6A.6a:  Perform the music with technical accuracy 
to convey the creators’ intent.   
 
 
 



 

 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that 
influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety of 
sources.   
 
Analyzing creators’ context and how they manipulate 
elements of music provides insight into their intent and 
informs performance.   
 
Performers make interpretive decisions based on their 
understanding of context and expressive intent. 
 
To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, 
evaluate, and refine their performance over time 
through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the 
application of appropriate criteria.   
 
Musicians judge performance based on criteria that 
vary across time, place, and cultures.  The context and 
how a work is presented influence the audience 
response.   

 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
How do performers interpret musical work? 
 
 
How does understanding the structure and context of 
musical works inform performance? 
 

 
How do musicians generate creative ideas? 
 
 
How do musicians improve the quality of their 
performance? 
 
 
When is a performance judged ready to present?  
 
 
How do context and the manner in which musical work 
is presented influence audience response?  

 

Vocabulary: 
 
Allegro  
Adagio  
Andante  
Largo  
Legato  
Vivace  
Staccato  
Marcato  
Accent  
tenuto  
diminuendo  
crescendo  
decrescendo  
repeat sign  
treble clef  
bass clef  
meter  
key signature  
piano  
mezzo piano  
forte  
mezzo forte  

 


